
Violence Against Women Under International
Human Rights Law
Violence against women is a global scourge that affects millions of women
and girls worldwide. It is a violation of fundamental human rights and has
severe physical, psychological, economic, and social consequences for its
victims. Recognizing the gravity of this issue, international human rights law
has evolved to provide a comprehensive framework for addressing violence
against women.
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Legal Framework

The international legal framework on violence against women is based on
several key treaties and declarations, including:

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
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Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW)

Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women (DEVAW)

These instruments define violence against women as any act of gender-
based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual, or
psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts,
coercion, or arbitrary deprivation of liberty.

Consequences of Violence Against Women

Violence against women has devastating consequences for its victims,
including:

Physical injuries and health problems

Psychological trauma and mental health issues

Economic insecurity and poverty

Social isolation and stigma

Reduced political participation and leadership

These consequences not only impact individual women but also have
broader negative effects on families, communities, and entire societies.

Global Response

Recognizing the widespread prevalence and devastating impact of violence
against women, the international community has taken significant steps to
address this issue. The United Nations has established a number of



mechanisms to monitor, investigate, and respond to violence against
women, including:

Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women

Commission on the Status of Women

UN Trust Fund to End Violence Against Women

In addition, many countries have adopted national laws and policies to
combat violence against women, including:

Protection Free Downloads and restraining Free Downloads

Criminalization of specific forms of violence against women

Support services for victims of violence

Awareness-raising campaigns

These efforts have helped to raise awareness, strengthen legal
frameworks, and provide much-needed support to victims of violence.
However, much more work remains to be done to ensure that all women
are free from the threat of violence.

Violence against women is a serious and pervasive human rights violation.
International human rights law provides a comprehensive framework for
understanding, addressing, and preventing this violence. By promoting the
legal rights of women, strengthening legal frameworks, and fostering a
global response, we can create a world where all women are safe and
equal.



This book, "Violence Against Women Under International Human Rights
Law," provides a comprehensive analysis of the legal framework,
consequences, and global response to violence against women. It is an
essential resource for academics, policymakers, legal professionals,
activists, and anyone interested in ending this scourge.
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