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Throughout history, women have been the backbone of societies,
contributing to their economic, social, and cultural development. However,
their contributions have often been overlooked, undervalued, or simply
erased from the historical narrative. The groundbreaking book "Women
Have Always Worked" by historian Ruth Milkman sheds light on this hidden
workforce, revealing the vital role women have played in the labor market
throughout history.

The Invisible Labor of Women

Milkman's research uncovers the vast and varied ways in which women
have always been engaged in work. From domestic tasks and childrearing
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to farming, manufacturing, and service industries, women have been
actively participating in the labor force since the dawn of civilization.
However, their work has often been categorized as "unskilled" or "unpaid,"
rendering it invisible to historians and economists.

For example, Milkman highlights the crucial role women played in the
agricultural sector. In many societies, women were responsible for planting,
harvesting, and processing crops. They also cared for livestock and
produced textiles. Despite their indispensable contributions, women's
agricultural work was often dismissed as "helping the men" or "domestic
chores." This undervaluation of women's labor has persisted throughout
history, leading to a skewed understanding of their economic contributions.

Gendered Division of Labor

Milkman explores the complex interplay between gender and work,
demonstrating how gender roles and expectations have shaped women's
access to employment and the types of work they are allowed to do. She
argues that the gendered division of labor, which assigns certain tasks to
women and others to men, is a key factor in understanding women's
historical invisibility in the workforce.

In many cultures, women have been primarily associated with the domestic
sphere, responsible for household management, childcare, and caring for
the elderly or sick family members. This division of labor has limited
women's opportunities for paid employment and perpetuated the idea that
their work is less valuable or significant than men's.

Fighting for Recognition



Despite the challenges they have faced, women have consistently fought
for recognition of their work and their right to participate fully in the labor
market. Milkman documents the numerous ways in which women have
organized, protested, and advocated for their rights. From the suffragette
movement to the labor union movement, women have demanded equality
in employment and recognition for their contributions to society.

These struggles have led to significant progress in terms of women's
access to education, employment, and political participation. However,
gender inequality in the workforce persists, and women continue to face
challenges in achieving economic equality with men.

A Call for Reevaluation

"Women Have Always Worked" is a groundbreaking work that challenges
traditional narratives of the labor market and highlights the vital but often
unrecognized contributions of women. Milkman's research sheds light on
the hidden history of women's work, calling for a reevaluation of our
understanding of economic and social history.

By bringing women's work into the spotlight, this book empowers us to
recognize and appreciate the diverse and essential roles that women have
played in building our societies. It also inspires us to continue the fight for
gender equality in the workforce, ensuring that all individuals have equal
opportunities to contribute their talents and skills to the betterment of
society.

"Women Have Always Worked" is a must-read for anyone interested in
women's history, labor history, or social justice. It is a powerful and
insightful account of the hidden workforce that has shaped human societies



throughout history. Milkman's work not only uncovers the past but also
provides a roadmap for creating a more equitable future where women's
contributions are fully valued and recognized.
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