
The Moon in Art: A Journey Through History
The moon has long been a source of fascination for humans. Its mysterious
glow and ever-changing face have inspired countless works of art
throughout history. From ancient cave paintings to modern masterpieces,
the moon has been depicted in a variety of ways, reflecting the different
cultures and beliefs of the people who created it.
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In this book, art historian Anne Howland explores the enduring fascination
with the moon in art. She traces the moon's journey through history, from its
earliest depictions in ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia to its modern
interpretations in the work of artists such as Vincent van Gogh, Pablo
Picasso, and Ansel Adams. Along the way, she examines the different ways
that artists have used the moon to express their own unique visions of the
world.

The Moon in Art is a beautifully illustrated book that is sure to appeal to
anyone with an interest in art, history, or the moon itself. Howland's
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engaging text and insightful analysis make this book a valuable resource
for students, scholars, and anyone else who wants to learn more about the
moon's enduring presence in art.

Chapter 1: The Moon in Ancient Art

The moon has been a source of fascination for humans since the beginning
of time. Its mysterious glow and ever-changing face have inspired
countless works of art throughout history. In this chapter, we will explore the
moon's journey through ancient art, from its earliest depictions in ancient
Egypt and Mesopotamia to its later interpretations in ancient Greece and
Rome.

The earliest known depictions of the moon in art date back to the Upper
Paleolithic period (c. 40,000-10,000 BCE). These early images are often
found in caves and depict the moon as a crescent or full moon. It is thought
that these images may have been used for ritual or ceremonial purposes.

In ancient Egypt, the moon was associated with the god Thoth. Thoth was
the god of wisdom, writing, and magic. He was often depicted with a
crescent moon on his head or holding a staff with a crescent moon on top.
The moon was also associated with the goddess Isis. Isis was the goddess
of fertility, motherhood, and magic. She was often depicted with a full moon
on her head or holding a sistrum, a musical instrument that was associated
with the moon.

In ancient Mesopotamia, the moon was associated with the god Sin. Sin
was the god of the moon, the night, and the underworld. He was often
depicted as a bearded man with a crescent moon on his head. The moon
was also associated with the goddess Inanna. Inanna was the goddess of



love, beauty, and war. She was often depicted as a young woman with a
crescent moon on her head.

In ancient Greece, the moon was associated with the goddess Artemis.
Artemis was the goddess of the hunt, the wilderness, and childbirth. She
was often depicted as a young woman with a crescent moon on her head
or holding a bow and arrow. The moon was also associated with the god
Apollo. Apollo was the god of music, poetry, and prophecy. He was often
depicted as a young man with a lyre in his hand or a laurel wreath on his
head.

In ancient Rome, the moon was associated with the goddess Luna. Luna
was the goddess of the moon, the night, and childbirth. She was often
depicted as a young woman with a crescent moon on her head or holding a
torch. The moon was also associated with the god Sol. Sol was the god of
the sun, the day, and the seasons. He was often depicted as a young man
with a radiate crown on his head.

Chapter 2: The Moon in Medieval Art

The moon continued to be a popular subject in art throughout the Middle
Ages. In this chapter, we will explore the moon's journey through medieval
art, from its early interpretations in the Byzantine Empire to its later
interpretations in Gothic art.

In the Byzantine Empire, the moon was often depicted as a symbol of the
Virgin Mary. Mary was often depicted with a crescent moon under her feet
or holding a child who was holding a crescent moon. The moon was also
associated with the Archangel Gabriel. Gabriel was the angel who
announced to Mary that she would give birth to Jesus. He was often



depicted with a lily in his hand or a scroll with the words "Ave Maria" written
on it.

In Gothic art, the moon was often depicted as a symbol of the Church. The
Church was often depicted as a woman with a crescent moon under her
feet or holding a child who was holding a crescent moon. The moon was
also associated with the Virgin Mary. Mary was often depicted with a
crescent moon under her feet or holding a child who was holding a
crescent moon.

The moon was also a popular subject in medieval literature. In the works of
Dante, Chaucer, and Shakespeare, the moon is often used as a symbol of
love, beauty, and mystery.

Chapter 3: The Moon in Renaissance Art

The moon continued to be a popular subject in art during the Renaissance.
In this chapter, we will explore the moon's journey through Renaissance
art, from its early interpretations in the Italian Renaissance to its later
interpretations in the Northern Renaissance.

In the Italian Renaissance, the moon was often depicted as a symbol of
beauty and love. This is evident in the works of artists such as Leonardo da
Vinci, Michelangelo, and Raphael. Leonardo da Vinci's Mona Lisa is
perhaps the most famous example of this. In this painting, the moon is
depicted as a crescent moon that is reflected in the Mona Lisa's eyes. This
suggests that the moon is a symbol of the Mona Lisa's beauty and mystery.

In the Northern Renaissance, the moon was often depicted as a symbol of
the Protestant Reformation. This is evident in the works of artists such as



Albrecht Dürer and Lucas Cranach the Elder. Dürer's engraving The Knight,
Death, and the Devil (1513) depicts a knight riding a horse through a dark
forest. The moon is depicted as a crescent moon that is shining in the sky.
This suggests that the moon is a symbol of the knight's faith in God.

The moon was also a popular subject in Renaissance literature. In the
works of Shakespeare, Marlowe, and Milton, the moon is often used as a
symbol of love, beauty, and mystery.

Chapter 4: The Moon in Baroque Art

The moon continued to be a popular subject in art during the Baroque
period. In this chapter, we will explore the moon's journey through Baroque
art, from its early interpretations in Italy to its later interpretations in France
and Spain.

In Italy, the moon was often depicted as a symbol of the Catholic Church.
This is evident in the works of artists such as Caravaggio, Bernini, and
Guido Reni. Caravaggio's painting The Calling of St. Matthew (1599-1600)
depicts St. Matthew being called by Christ while he is working as a tax
collector. The moon is depicted as a crescent moon that is shining in the
sky. This suggests that the moon is a symbol of the Catholic Church's
power and authority.

In France, the moon was often depicted as a symbol of the monarchy. This
is evident in the works of artists such as Nicolas Poussin and Claude
Lorrain. Poussin's painting Landscape with Apollo and Daphne (1635)
depicts Apollo and Daphne fleeing from the god of love, Eros. The moon is
depicted as a crescent moon that is shining in the sky. This suggests that
the moon is a symbol of the monarchy's power and authority.



In Spain, the moon was often depicted as a symbol of the Virgin Mary. This
is evident in the works of artists such as El
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