
The Animal Environments of Uexkull,
Heidegger, Merleau-Ponty, and Deleuze
Exploring the Phenomenology of Animal-Environment Relations

The relationship between humans and animals is a complex and
multifaceted one. We share a common evolutionary history, and we live in
close proximity to each other in many parts of the world. Yet, despite our
shared experiences, we often misunderstand each other. This is in part
because we have different ways of experiencing the world. Humans are
rational creatures, while animals are more instinctual. We have different
ways of perceiving the world, and we have different ways of interacting with
it.
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In recent years, there has been a growing interest in the phenomenology of
animal-environment relations. This approach to understanding the animal-
human relationship focuses on the lived experiences of animals and their
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environments. It seeks to understand how animals perceive and interact
with their surroundings, and how these experiences shape their behavior.

The Animal Environments of Uexkull, Heidegger, Merleau-Ponty, and
Deleuze offers a unique perspective on the phenomenology of animal-
environment relations. This book brings together the work of four influential
philosophers who have written extensively about the relationship between
humans and animals. Each philosopher offers a different perspective on
this relationship, and their work provides a rich and complex understanding
of the animal environment.

The book begins with a chapter on Jakob von Uexkull, a German biologist
who is considered to be one of the founders of ethology. Uexkull argued
that animals live in their own unique worlds, and that we cannot fully
understand them unless we take their perspective into account. He
developed a concept called the Umwelt, which refers to the unique
environment that each animal inhabits. The Umwelt is shaped by the
animal's sensory apparatus, its motor abilities, and its instincts.

The next chapter focuses on Martin Heidegger, a German philosopher who
is best known for his work on phenomenology. Heidegger argued that the
human being is a "being-in-the-world." This means that our understanding
of the world is always mediated by our own experiences. Heidegger also
argued that animals are not simply objects, but rather beings that have their
own unique way of experiencing the world.

The third chapter discusses the work of Maurice Merleau-Ponty, a French
philosopher who is known for his work on phenomenology and
embodiment. Merleau-Ponty argued that the body is not simply a physical



object, but rather a lived experience. He also argued that our
understanding of the world is always shaped by our bodily experiences.

The final chapter focuses on the work of Gilles Deleuze, a French
philosopher who is known for his work on post-structuralism and philosophy
of difference. Deleuze argued that the animal is a "becoming." This means
that animals are not fixed entities, but rather beings that are constantly
changing and evolving. Deleuze also argued that the animal is a source of
creativity and innovation.

The Animal Environments of Uexkull, Heidegger, Merleau-Ponty, and
Deleuze offers a rich and complex understanding of the phenomenology of
animal-environment relations. This book is essential reading for anyone
who is interested in the relationship between humans and animals, and it is
a valuable resource for scholars in the fields of philosophy, biology, and
environmental studies.

The book is divided into four chapters, each of which focuses on the work
of one of the four philosophers. The first chapter, "Jakob von Uexkull and
the Animal Umwelt," explores Uexkull's concept of the Umwelt, and his
argument that animals live in their own unique worlds. The second chapter,
"Martin Heidegger and the Animal as Being-in-the-World," discusses
Heidegger's argument that animals are not simply objects, but rather
beings that have their own unique way of experiencing the world. The third
chapter, "Maurice Merleau-Ponty and the Animal Body," explores Merleau-
Ponty's argument that the body is not simply a physical object, but rather a
lived experience. The fourth chapter, "Gilles Deleuze and the Animal as
Becoming," discusses Deleuze's argument that the animal is a "becoming,"
and that animals are a source of creativity and innovation.



The Animal Environments of Uexkull, Heidegger, Merleau-Ponty, and
Deleuze is a valuable resource for scholars in the fields of philosophy,
biology, and environmental studies. This book offers a rich and complex
understanding of the phenomenology of animal-environment relations, and
it provides a unique perspective on the relationship between humans and
animals.
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Unveiling the Secret Spitfires: Britain's Hidden
Civilian Army
: The Untold Story of Britain's Spitfires In the annals of World War II, the
legendary Spitfire fighter aircraft stands as an enduring symbol of British
resilience and...
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Living With Schizophrenia: A Father and Son's
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Schizophrenia is a serious mental illness that affects millions of people
worldwide. It can cause a variety of symptoms, including hallucinations,
delusions,...
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