Shih Tzu Dogs: The Complete Owner's Guide
from Puppy to Old Age

Everything You Need to Know About Bringing Home, Caring for, and
Enjoying Your Shih Tzu Companion

Shih Tzus are charming, playful, and affectionate dogs that have captured
the hearts of countless pet owners around the world. If you're considering
bringing a Shih Tzu puppy into your life, or you're a first-time owner looking
for guidance, this comprehensive guide is here to help you navigate every
stage of your Shih Tzu's life, from puppyhood to their golden years.

Bringing Home Your Shih Tzu Puppy

Bringing a new puppy home is an exciting and joyful experience. Here's
what you need to know to prepare for your Shih Tzu's arrival:
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= Puppy-proof your home: Remove any potential hazards such as
loose wires, toxic plants, and medications.

= Set up a designated space: Create a cozy area for your puppy with a
crate, bed, and food and water bowls.

= Gather essential supplies: You'll need a collar, leash, brush,

grooming tools, and food and water bowls.
Caring for Your Shih Tzu

Caring for a Shih Tzu involves a range of responsibilities. Here's a detailed
overview of what you need to know:

Feeding and Nutrition

Shih Tzus are small dogs that typically eat 1/2 to 1 cup of high-quality dog
food divided into two meals per day. Adjust the amount based on your dog's
age, activity level, and individual needs.

Grooming

Shih Tzus have long, flowing coats that require regular grooming. Brush
your dog's coat daily to prevent mats and tangles. Bathe them as needed,
typically once every two to three weeks.

Exercise

Shih Tzus are moderately active dogs that enjoy short walks and playtime.
Aim for around 30 minutes of exercise per day.

Training

Shih Tzus are intelligent dogs that respond well to positive reinforcement
training. Start training early using treats and praise.



Common Shih Tzu Health Concerns

While Shih Tzus are generally healthy dogs, they can be prone to certain

health problems. Here are some common conditions to watch for:

Dental disease: Shih Tzus are prone to dental problems such as
plaque and tartar buildup. Brush their teeth regularly.

Ear infections: Shih Tzus have floppy ears that can trap moisture,
making them prone to ear infections.

Hip dysplasia: This genetic condition can cause hip pain and mobility
issues.

Allergies: Shih Tzus can develop allergies to food, environmental
triggers, and flea bites.

Aging and Senior Care

As Shih Tzus age, they may experience changes in their health and needs.

Here's how to provide the best care for your senior Shih Tzu:

Monitor health regularly: Schedule regular checkups at the vet to
monitor for any health issues.

Modify diet and exercise: As Shih Tzus age, they may need a diet
that is lower in calories and more senior-friendly. Reduce their exercise
intensity and duration.

Provide support and comfort: Senior Shih Tzus may experience joint
pain or mobility issues. Provide ramps, stairs, and soft bedding to
make their lives easier.

Enjoying Your Shih Tzu



Shih Tzus are loyal, loving companions that bring endless joy and laughter
into your home. Here are some tips for bonding with and enjoying your Shih
Tzu:

= Spend quality time together: Play, cuddle, and interact with your
Shih Tzu as much as possible.

= Enroll in classes or activities: Join obedience classes, agility
classes, or participate in pet-friendly events to socialize your dog and
strengthen your bond.

= Take plenty of pictures: Capture those special moments and create
lasting memories with your beloved Shih Tzu.

With proper care, love, and attention, your Shih Tzu can live a long and
happy life by your side. This comprehensive guide has provided you with all
the information you need to make informed decisions about your Shih Tzu's
well-being and ensure that you both have a fulfilling and enjoyable time
together.

Remember, every dog is unique, and this guide is a general overview of
Shih Tzu care. Consult with your veterinarian regularly to tailor the care
plan to your individual dog's needs and ensure their optimal health and

happiness.

Happy Shih Tzu ownership!
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