
Research Misconduct Policy In Biomedicine:
A Comprehensive Guide
Research misconduct is a serious problem that can have far-reaching
consequences. It can damage the integrity of scientific research,
undermine public trust in science, and even harm human health.

Research misconduct can take many forms, including:

Fabrication: Making up data or results.

Falsification: Changing or omitting data or results to support a desired
outcome.

Plagiarism: Copying someone else's work and presenting it as your
own.

Misappropriation: Using someone else's ideas or data without their
permission.

Other serious deviations from accepted practices in proposing,
conducting, or reporting research.

The consequences of research misconduct can be severe. Researchers
who engage in misconduct may be fired, lose their funding, or even be
criminally prosecuted. In addition, research misconduct can damage the
reputation of the institution where the research was conducted.
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There are a number of policies in place to prevent and address research
misconduct in biomedicine. These policies vary from country to country, but
they generally share a common goal: to protect the integrity of scientific
research and to ensure that research is conducted ethically.

In the United States, the Office of Research Integrity (ORI) is responsible
for developing and enforcing research misconduct policies. ORI's policies
are based on the following principles:

Research misconduct is a serious offense.

Research misconduct must be investigated thoroughly and fairly.

Researchers who engage in misconduct must be held
accountable.

Institutions must take steps to prevent and address research
misconduct.

ORI's policies apply to all research conducted in the United States,
regardless of the source of funding. ORI investigates allegations of
research misconduct and takes appropriate action, such as issuing
sanctions or referring cases to law enforcement.
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In addition to ORI's policies, there are a number of other federal agencies
that have their own research misconduct policies. These agencies include
the National Institutes of Health (NIH),the National Science Foundation
(NSF),and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).

If you suspect that someone has engaged in research misconduct, it is
important to report it. You can report research misconduct to ORI or to the
institution where the research was conducted.

When reporting research misconduct, it is important to provide as much
information as possible, including:

The name of the researcher you suspect of misconduct.

The institution where the research was conducted.

The type of misconduct you suspect.

Any evidence you have to support your suspicions.

ORI will investigate your report and take appropriate action. If the
investigation finds that misconduct has occurred, ORI may issue sanctions,
such as:

A letter of reprimand.

A suspension from research funding.

A debarment from research funding.

In addition to ORI's sanctions, the institution where the research was
conducted may also take action, such as:



Retracting the research paper.

Firing the researcher.

Closing the researcher's laboratory.

Research misconduct is a serious problem that can have far-reaching
consequences. There are a number of policies in place to prevent and
address research misconduct in biomedicine. If you suspect that someone
has engaged in research misconduct, it is important to report it.
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ORI logo: The Office of Research Integrity logo.
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