
Partners of the Empire: Conquerors,
Colonizers, and Collaborators
The British Empire was one of the largest and most powerful empires in
history. At its peak, it controlled a quarter of the world's landmass and a
quarter of its population. The empire was built on conquest, colonization,
and collaboration. Britons conquered and colonized many lands, and they
often relied on the help of local elites to govern and exploit these territories.

Partners of the Empire takes a fresh look at the history of the British
Empire. It argues that the empire was not simply imposed on the world by a
handful of British elites, but was instead the result of a collaboration
between Britons and local elites in the colonies. These local elites played a
vital role in the empire's administration, economy, and military. They also
benefited from the empire, gaining access to new markets, resources, and
technologies.
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However, the relationship between Britons and local elites was not always
harmonious. There were often tensions and conflicts between the two
groups, as local elites sought to assert their own power and autonomy.
Partners of the Empire provides a nuanced and complex understanding of
the British Empire. It shows that the empire was not simply a story of
conquest and domination, but was also a story of collaboration and
negotiation.

The Role of Local Elites

Local elites played a vital role in the British Empire. They provided the
empire with legitimacy, manpower, and resources. They also helped to
govern and exploit the colonies. In return, local elites gained access to new
markets, resources, and technologies. They also benefited from the
empire's protection and support.

Local elites were not a monolithic group. They came from a variety of
backgrounds and had different interests. Some local elites were closely
aligned with the British, while others were more resistant to British rule.
However, all local elites sought to use the empire to their own advantage.

The relationship between Britons and local elites was often complex and
fraught with tension. Local elites sometimes resented British rule and
sought to assert their own power and autonomy. Britons, on the other hand,
often feared that local elites would challenge their authority or betray them.
Despite these tensions, the collaboration between Britons and local elites
was essential to the success of the British Empire.

The Legacy of the Empire



The British Empire has left a lasting legacy on the world. It shaped the
political, economic, and cultural development of many countries. The
empire also had a profound impact on the lives of millions of people, both in
Britain and in the colonies.

The legacy of the empire is complex and contested. Some people view the
empire as a force for good, which brought civilization and progress to the
world. Others view the empire as a force for evil, which exploited and
oppressed millions of people.

Partners of the Empire provides a nuanced and balanced understanding of
the British Empire. It shows that the empire was both a force for good and a
force for evil. It also shows that the empire was not simply a story of
conquest and domination, but was also a story of collaboration and
negotiation.

Partners of the Empire is a groundbreaking work that challenges traditional
views of the British Empire. It provides a new understanding of how the
empire was created and maintained, and the role that local elites played in
its success. Partners of the Empire is essential reading for anyone
interested in the history of the British Empire and its legacy.
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