
Ancient Egyptian Coffins: Past, Present, and
Future
Ancient Egyptian coffins are among the most iconic artifacts of ancient
Egypt. They are also some of the most mysterious. For centuries, scholars
have puzzled over the meaning of the strange symbols and images that
adorn these coffins. But in recent years, new research has begun to shed
light on the secrets of ancient Egyptian coffins.

The Origins of Coffins

The earliest known coffins in Egypt date back to the Predynastic period (c.
3100-3000 BCE). These early coffins were simple wooden boxes, often
lined with reed mats. They were used to bury the dead in shallow graves.
Over time, coffins became more elaborate, and they began to be decorated
with paintings and carvings.
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By the New Kingdom period (c. 1550-1070 BCE),coffins had become an
essential part of ancient Egyptian funerary practices. They were now made
from a variety of materials, including wood, stone, and cartonnage (a type
of paper-mâché). Coffins were also often decorated with elaborate
paintings and carvings that depicted scenes from the deceased's life or
from the afterlife.

The Different Types of Coffins

There were many different types of coffins used in ancient Egypt. The most
common type was the rectangular coffin, which was made from a single
piece of wood. Other types of coffins included the anthropoid coffin, which
was shaped like a human body, and the composite coffin, which was made
from multiple pieces of wood. Coffins could also be decorated with a variety
of materials, including paint, gold, and jewels.

The Role of Coffins in Ancient Egyptian Funerary Beliefs and
Practices

Coffins played an important role in ancient Egyptian funerary beliefs and
practices. They were believed to protect the body of the deceased from
harm and to help the deceased journey to the afterlife. Coffins were also
often placed with grave goods, such as food, clothing, and jewelry, which
were intended to be used by the deceased in the afterlife.

The Coffins of the Pharaohs

The coffins of the pharaohs were among the most elaborate and
impressive ever made. They were often made from gold or silver and were
decorated with intricate carvings and paintings. The coffins of the pharaohs
were also often placed inside of sarcophagi, which were large stone boxes.



Sarcophagi were intended to further protect the body of the pharaoh from
harm.

The Coffins of the Common People

The coffins of the common people were not as elaborate as those of the
pharaohs, but they were still made with great care. They were often made
from wood or cartonnage and were decorated with simple paintings or
carvings. The coffins of the common people were also often placed with
grave goods, such as food, clothing, and jewelry.

The Coffins of the Present Day

Coffins are still used in Egypt today, although they are no longer as
common as they once were. Most modern Egyptian coffins are made from
wood or metal and are decorated with simple designs. However, some
Egyptians still choose to be buried in traditional coffins made from
cartonnage or other materials.

The Future of Coffins

The future of coffins is uncertain. Some experts believe that coffins will
eventually become obsolete, as people increasingly choose to be
cremated. However, others believe that coffins will continue to be used for
centuries to come, as they are an important part of ancient Egyptian
funerary traditions.

Ancient Egyptian coffins are fascinating artifacts that provide a glimpse into
the beliefs and practices of one of the world's oldest civilizations. They are
also a testament to the skill and artistry of the ancient Egyptian craftsmen
who created them.
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